
James R. Thompson, PhD

Brian R. Bryant, PhD

Edward M. Campbell, PhD

Ellis M. (Pat) Craig, PhD

Carolyn M. Hughes, PhD

David A. Rotholz, PhD

Robert L. Schalock, PhD

Wayne P. Silverman, PhD

Marc J. Tassé, PhD

Michael L. Wehmeyer, PhD

Supports
Intensity Scale

U S E R S  M A N U A L



Supports Intensity Scale Users Manual  © AAMR v

Table of Contents

List of Tables .......................................................................................... vii

List of Figures ....................................................................................... viii

Chapter 1: The Supports Intensity Scale (SIS):
Context, Purpose, and Overview ........................................................... 1

Five Trends That Created the Need for the SIS ......................................... 1

The Spirit of the Age: A Focus on Community ......................................... 6

Overview of the SIS .................................................................................. 7

How the SIS Differs From Instruments That Measure
Personal Competence .......................................................................... 9

Conclusion .............................................................................................. 12

Appendix 1.1. Supports Intensity Scale ................................................... 13

Chapter 2: Administration of the SIS ................................................................... 23

Interviewer and Respondent Qualifications ........................................... 24

Administering Section 1: Support Needs Scale ...................................... 25

Administering Section 2: Supplemental Protection and
Advocacy Scale .................................................................................. 33

Administering Section 3: Exceptional Medical and Behavioral
Support Needs ................................................................................... 33

Final Procedures ..................................................................................... 37

Chapter 3: Scoring and Interpreting the SIS ........................................................ 39

Overview ................................................................................................ 39

Scoring the SIS ........................................................................................... 39

Using the SIS for Classification Purposes ............................................... 43

Case Studies ........................................................................................... 46

Comments on Ratings and Scoring for Three Case Studies ................... 75

Additional Scoring Examples ................................................................. 76

Conclusion .............................................................................................. 76

Chapter 4: Using the SIS to Develop Individualized,
Person-Centered Support Plans ......................................................... 79

A Support Needs Assessment, Planning, and Monitoring Process ......... 80

Three Examples of Individualized Supports Planning .......................... 81



vi Supports Intensity Scale Users Manual  © AAMR

Benefits of Focusing on Support Needs in
Individualized Planning .................................................................... 86

Cautions in Using SIS Information in Relation to
Person-Centered Planning ................................................................. 87

Chapter 5: Potential Analyses Using Aggregate SIS Data ................................... 89

Uses of Aggregate Data ........................................................................... 89

Cautions When Using Aggregate Data .................................................... 89

Descriptive Analysis (Summary Statistics) ............................................ 90

Resource Allocation Analysis ................................................................. 94

Funding Analysis .................................................................................... 95

Covariate Analysis .................................................................................. 97

Conclusion .............................................................................................. 98

Chapter 6: Technical Properties of the SIS ........................................................... 99

Normative Information and Sample Selection ....................................... 99

Demographic Characteristics of the Sample .......................................... 99

Normative Scores ................................................................................. 100

SIS Reliability ....................................................................................... 101

SIS Validity ........................................................................................... 104

Conclusion ............................................................................................ 112

Appendix 6.1. Demographic Characteristics of
Standardization Sample ................................................................... 113

Appendix 6.2. Supports Intensity Scale Normative Table for Converting
Subscale Raw Scores to Standard Scores and Percentiles ................ 117

Appendix 6.3. Supports Intensity Scale Normative Table for Converting
Sums of Standard Scores to a Composite Standard
Score (SIS Support Needs Index) ..................................................... 121

References .............................................................................................................. 125



Supports Intensity Scale Users Manual  © AAMR vii

Tables

Table 1.1. Differences in Adaptive Behavior Measurement Tools and the SIS ................... 11

Table 2.1. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part A:
Home Living Activities ...................................................................................... 27

Table 2.2. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part B:
Community Living Activities ............................................................................ 28

Table 2.3. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part C:
Lifelong Learning Activities .............................................................................. 29

Table 2.4. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part D:
Employment Activities ...................................................................................... 30

Table 2.5. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part E:
Health and Safety Activities .............................................................................. 31

Table 2.6. Item Descriptions for Support Needs Scale Part F:
Social Activities ................................................................................................. 32

Table 2.7. Item Descriptions for SIS Section 2:
Supplemental Protection and Advocacy Scale ..................................................... 33

Table 2.8. Descriptions of SIS Exceptional Medical Support Needs .................................. 35

Table 2.9. Descriptions of SIS Exceptional Behavioral Support Needs.............................. 37

Table 6.1. Demographic Characteristics of the Interviewers........................................... 100

Table 6.2. Internal Consistency Reliability Coefficients for SIS Scores ............................ 102

Table 6.3. Standard Errors of Measurements for SIS Scores ............................................ 103

Table 6.4. Test-Retest and Interrater Reliability of SIS Scores ......................................... 104

Table 6.5. Median Discriminating Powers for SIS Subscales Item Validity Indices ......... 108

Table 6.6. Intercorrelations of SIS Subscales With Rater Estimates of Abilities .............. 108

Table 6.7. Means and Standard Deviations for SIS Subscale Raw Scores ........................ 110

Table 6.8. Intercorrelations of SIS Scores ......................................................................... 110

Table 6.9. SIS Scores According to Low and High Estimates of Support Needs .............. 112



viii Supports Intensity Scale Users Manual  © AAMR

Figures

Figure 1.1. Five major influences on needed supports ...................................................... 10

Figure 3.1. Computation of Home Living Activities subscale raw score ............................ 40

Figure 3.2. Computation of SIS Support Needs Index ....................................................... 41

Figure 3.3. Support Needs Profile ...................................................................................... 42

Figure 3.4. Classification based on funding patterns ........................................................ 45

Figure 3.5. Completed SIS for Darlene Simmons............................................................... 48

Figure 3.6. Completed SIS for Juan Garcia ......................................................................... 57

Figure 3.7. Completed SIS for Melvin Thurber .................................................................. 67

Figure 4.1. Four-component support needs assessment, planning, and
monitoring process ..................................................................................... 79

Figure 5.1. Frequency distribution and annual reimbursements by
SIS Support Needs Index (i.e., composite standard score).......................... 91

Figure 5.2. Frequency distribution of annual reimbursements
by SIS behavioral score ................................................................................ 91

Figure 5.3. Frequency distribution and annual reimbursements
by need for lifting ........................................................................................ 92

Figure 5.4. SIS summary profile (hypothetical data) ........................................................ 93

Figure 5.5. Regression of annual funding on SIS Support Needs Index
(i.e., composite standard score) ....................................................................... 94

Figure 5.6. Blockwise regression on funding amount ....................................................... 96

Figure 5.7. Level of independence by geographic region using analysis of
covariance to adjust for the intensity of support needs ................................... 97




