AAIDD Interest Network Annual Plan & Yearly Report: 2019

Planning and reporting on Interest Network activities designed to fulfil their purpose.  (See the Interest Networks Leadership Manual for the purpose of the Interest Networks.
	Interest Network: 
Multicultural Concerns


	Lead Contact Person: 
Ellis M. (Pat) Craig
ecraig1@austin.rr.com


	Annual Report

For the year that just ended (July 1-June 30), indicate objectives met, activities completed, and funds used. 

Annual Report

For the year that just ended (July 1-June 30), indicate objectives met, activities completed, and funds used. 

Activities:

On August 31, 2018 correspondence was received indicating that the 2018 Action Plan for the Multicultural Concerns Interest Network had been approved by the AAIDD Board.  The correspondence also included a notification that the “Humanism” and “Multicultural Concerns” Interest Networks are to be consolidated under the name of “Multicultural Concerns”.

The Chair attended the meeting of the Assembly of Professional Interests on June 24, 2019, just prior to the opening of the 2019 Annual Meeting.  Structural and Bylaw changes were discussed, including having an Interest Network sets its own standards for elections and removing a requirement that the N&E Committee assist in such elections.  In addition, there was considerable discussion of various social media options for communicating about the group’s activities and available information about the area.
A Multicultural Concerns Interest Network Meeting was held on June 26, 2019.  The discussion focused on resources available about multicultural issues.  The need for an increased social media presence for this group was discussed at length.  Recruitment of new Executive Committee members was accomplished.  Kim Bruns, from the University of Kansas, and Joyce Louden, from the Louisiana Department of Health, volunteered to join the Executive Committee.  Although others expressed an interest in the group at previous Annual Meetings, none were present at this meeting. 

In 2018 there were 6 posters and 7 session presentations in which multicultural issues or diverse populations were a focus. This year there were 6 Concurrent Sessions on the topic, but no Poster Symposiums or Issue Briefs.  This count excludes presentations regarding countries other than the U.S. 

Funds:
No funds were used.  Only $470 are currently available.  The only known previous use of funds was financial support for a student presenting on multicultural concerns at the 2016 Convention.   There are currently 36 members of this Interest Network. 

Objectives:

In last year’s Action Plan, the following objectives were set:
1. Development of a mission statement for the Multicultural Concerns Interest Network -not accomplished
2. Presentation/poster by member(s) of the Interest Network at the 2019 Convention – LaRon Scott and Dana Yarbrough were co-presenters on a session dealing with perceptions of self-determination in Black transition-aged youth, while Bailey Lockwood presented on cancer screening of Native-American women. 
3. An average of at least weekly postings on the AAIDD Community website – not accomplished.  Attempts were made to post links to relevant materials on the List-Serve, but technical difficulties were encountered, and feedback was given that the List-Serves were not being used by the membership.
4. Development of alternate posting sites (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Pininterest) – not accomplished; will be a primary focus this upcoming year.
5. At least 6 meetings of the Executive Committee (via conference call), with at least quarterly communication from that group with Interest Network group members – not accomplished.  Follow-up with volunteer Executive Committee members will; continue.


	Annual Plan: Goals, Objectives, Activities, and Strategies
For the coming year (July 1-June 30), describe the planned objectives, activities, and proposed expenditure of funds.
1.
Development of a mission statement for the Multicultural Concerns Interest Network
2.
Presentation by member(s) of the Interest Network at the 2020 Annual Meeting
3.
An average of at least weekly postings on the AAIDD Community website or other social media platforms.  Technical assistance and expertise of Executive Committee members and other volunteers will be sought.
4.
At least 6 meetings of the Executive Committee (via conference call), with at least quarterly communication from that group with Interest Network group members
Activities:

Multicultural Concern Interest Network Meeting at the 2020 Annual Meeting
Proposed Expenditure of Funds:

Dependent on availability, financial support for a student or young professional presenting on multicultural concerns at the 2020 convention. 


Due July 31, 2019

