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1st AAIDD International Special Interest Group (SIG) meeting. 
Monday June 18 2012, 11.30 – 1.00 pm
Theme: The impact of the support paradigm on  the quality of life of persons with ID: implications for research, policy and practice from an international perspective.

Introduction
The aim of the AAIDD International Special Interest Group (SIG)  is collecting international perspectives on how  the support paradigm, the ‘new’ 2010-AAIDD- definition of ID, and the conceptualisation of Quality of Life have impacted the current practice, policy and research in different countries throughout the world. 
The “support” / “Quality of Life” paradigm has had a significant impact on current practice and policy with regard to supporting persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities (ID). Instead of focusing on deficits, problems and challenges situated within the person with ID themselves, the emphasis is laid on bridging the gap between personal competencies and expectations of society. By means of an individualized support plan, persons with ID are supported to fully participate in society. The goal is to improve personal outcomes for persons with ID on each of the eight Quality of Life domains.
 The following aspects, amongst others, are quintessential in this respect:
· Instead of treating persons within specialised services, supporting persons is given shape from an inclusive point of view, incorporating natural supports and generic services
· Persons with ID are encouraged to pursue their own dreams and goals in an interdependent world
· Persons with ID should be able to live where and with whom they choose
· A personal plan should lead to an improved quality of life characterized by increased  independence, well-being and social participation
· These personal outcomes, based on both objective and subjective indicators, can be measured scientifically
· Research has shown that besides personal client characteristics (such as age, level of intellectual functioning, physical health, …), also enviromental factors and support strategies influence quality of life
· The same environments and life experiences that are valued by people without disabilities are valued by people with disabilities.
We do not aim to give definitive answers, but instead we would like to foster the exchange of thougths and practices, stimulating discussion on important topics, including the current state of the art and a view upon the future in different countries. In this meeting we would like to share views on the concept of promoting QoL in different countries over the world.

Objectives and planning
After an introduction on the goals of the SIG, the meeting (June 18th 2012, 11.30-1.00 pm) aims at exchanging views on international descriptions of a ‘typical’ day-in-the-life of persons with ID in different countries (involving a variety of contexts). Through interactive media (posters, photographs, video, …) people with ID will tell about their dreams, how they have organized their life, how they are supported in organizing their life, what they think of as ‘good’ and ‘could be better’ in their life. Following these short presentations, an interactive discussion with the attendees of the meeting is planned. We think the forum of the AAIDD International Special Interest Group (SIG) offers a valuable opportunity to exchange thougts and discuss about recent and upcoming trends and tendencies in supporting persons with ID in different countries. We aim to gather valuable information as how the support paradigm has changed the way of thinking about, working with, researching and organizing the ‘care and support’ for persons with intellectual disabilities. In our point of view, international cooperation offers promising pathways to further improve personal outcomes for persons with ID. We are really open to presentation from different countries (we already have four international presentations), different institutions (Universities, Service providers, Associations etc...). So, if you want to be part of it, we are looking for your contribution! 
In Charlotte we can have a forum where we can listen to different stories from all over the world ! At this point, the SIG has members from many countries including the US, Italy, Spain, Iceland, Thailand, Belgium, Canada, The Netherlands, Taiwan, Portugal, Israel, … and we are hoping to involve more members from more countries !
Agenda for International SIG meeting at 2012 AAIDD Conference in Charlotte
1. Introduction (scope of the SIG, current member list, procedure to further increase the membership, past year’s activity, future planning, …)
2. International presentations typical’ day-in-the-life of persons with ID in different countries and discussion
3. Election of vice-president
4. Planning for the future
5. Informal time for members to meet and network with one another
If you would like to present your experience during this meeting, or if you would like to become a member of the SIG Internationalization, please mail
Stijn.vandevelde@hogent.be
Marcolombardi.psy@alice.it 
We are looking forward to meeting you in Charlotte!



