AAIDD Interest Network Annual Plan & Yearly Report: 2019

Planning and reporting on Interest Network activities designed to fulfil their purpose.  (See the Interest Networks Leadership Manual for the purpose of the Interest Networks.
	Interest Network: 
Creative Arts Therapies


	Lead Contact Person: 
Yumi Shirai (Chair): yumish@email.arizona.edu 
Michelle Thompson (Vice-Chair): boulangerml@vcu.edu 

	Annual Report

For the year that just ended (July 1-June 30), indicate objectives met, activities completed, and funds used. 

Objectives: 

a) Expand membership and network member involvement [met by the below listed activities].

b) Develop an online-networking site [met by the below listed activities].
c) Host a network event at the AAIDD annual meeting [met by the below listed activities].
Activities Completed:

a) Hosted monthly online-network steering committee meetings (10 times in the past year, n= 2-6 members participated in each meeting). We decided on the primary purpose of the network which is reflected on our social media site “Community of Practice” whose members are encouraged to enjoy supportive fellowship and the free exchange of knowledge, ideas, research and practices as we work together to enhance the lives of children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities through creative arts. We also discussed strategies utilizing the social media sites for member recruitment and involvement, planned network activities for the AAIDD meeting and future. 

b) Developed and launched Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram sites as network sites for all arts-related therapeutic and habilitation program information, where members can share their related activities, ideas and opportunities in their communities. 
We initially tested the Facebook site within the AAIDD network as a closed site. However, in order for us to extend the network membership and connection beyond the academic community, we decided to change it to an open Facebook site. The Facebook and Twitter sites expanded the network visibility via connecting/cross-listing to existing organizations/program sites. We promoted our membership via the AAIDD interest network. Our “Creativity: The Path to Belonging” promotion announcement was cross-tagged by the AAIDD SECP, and colleagues of extended network such as AUCD. 
c) Hosted a YouTube network table at the AAIDD annual meeting as the initial project of the “Creativity: The Path to Belonging”. We received 22 videos; 15 AAIDD conference participants newly signed up to our interest network at our video table. 
d) Hosted a business meeting at the AAIDD annual meeting. We have two new members who have creative arts therapy backgrounds (total attendees: n=4). 

a. We came to the unanimous agreement that we would like to change our network name officially to “Creative Arts” from “Creative Arts Therapies” to be inclusive to broader members and organizations. 

b. Members expressed interest in having conversations on multiple items including, 
i. Hosting a national “Arts Day” to coincide with existing national organizations and activities (e.g., Disability Awareness month, Airport Art Show, American for the Arts, Creative Therapy Associations),
ii. Social Media and Safety

iii. Clarification of Recreational Arts, Professional Arts, vs. Art Therapies

iv. Hosting a contest to have members’ art on future AAIDD conference brochures

v. Hosting a large collaborative arts activity at a future AAIDD conference
vi. Influencing policy (i.e., HCBS’ and how arts & creativity fit into both community work and community recreation areas)

Funds:

The current fund balance is $305. We did not use any funds for our activities this year. 



	Annual Plan: Goals, Objectives, Activities, and Strategies
For the coming year (July 1-June 30), describe the planned objectives, activities, and proposed expenditure of funds.
Objectives:
a) Continue to expand membership and network member involvement 
b) Increase network visibility and collaboration

c) Increase awareness of the critical role of creativity to promote inclusion and belonging for all people

Planed Activities: 

a) Host monthly network steering committee meeting to 

a. Plan details of this year’s activities
b. Further discuss items of members’ interest, prioritize items and select reachable action items. 
i. Hosting a national “Arts Day” to coincide with existing national organizations and activities (e.g., Disability Awareness month, Airport Art Show, American for the Arts, Creative Therapy Associations)
ii. Social Media and Safety

iii. Clarification of Recreational Arts, Professional Arts, vs. Art Therapies

iv. Soliciting artists with IDD’s art on the future AAIDD conference brochures

v. Hosting a large collaborative arts activity at a future AAIDD conference

vi. Influencing policy (i.e., HCBS’ and how arts & creativity fit into both community work and community recreation areas)
b) Submit an official letter to the AAIDD board to change our network name to “Creative Arts” from “Creative Arts Therapies”

c) Host a pre-conference session at the next AAIDD meeting

d) Expand network member involvement via

a. Social media

b. Continuation of recruitment of “Creativity: The Path to Belonging”

c. Explore cross network and organization collaborations
i. AAIDD Religiosity and Spirituality Special Interest Network 

ii. Other national and international network involvement
e) Collect/adapt/develop social media safety tip tools for individual artists with IDD who utilize social media as a career promotion opportunity. 


Due July 31, 2019

